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LAW,  GRACE,  AND  TRUTH 
—  Each  food  box  for  Iraq  was 
affixed  with  a  label  (above)  that 
expressed  John  1:17  in  Arabic: 
"For  the  law  was  given  to  Moses; 
grace  and  truth  came  through 
Jesus  Christ"  (NIV) 
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Miss.  Baptists  answer  call  for  Iraq  relief 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

Call  it  a  "gift  of  love,"  as  Mississippi 
Baptists  rallied  to  the  call  from  the 
International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  to  pro¬ 
vide  food  boxes  for  hunger  relief  in  Iraq. 

The  numbers  were  impressive. 
According  to  statistics  compiled  by  die 
Men's  Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  3,316  boxes  of  food  were  collect¬ 
ed,  weighing  a  total  of  232,050  pounds  or 


116  tons.  The  value  of  the  food  collected 
was  estimated  to  be  $195,467,  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  $10,992  was  donated  in  cash  gifts. 
All  Baptist  associations  in  Mississippi  sent 
boxes,  which  represented  572  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  and  3,511  volunteers. 

A  letter  went  out  from  the  Mississippi 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  to  Baptist 
churches  all  across  the  state,  asking  associ¬ 
ations,  churches,  and  individuals  to  pre¬ 
pare  food  boxes  for  distribution  in  Iraq. 
The  boxes  were  delivered  to  either  the 
Mississippi  State  Fairgrounds  in  Jackson  or 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  on  May  20-21. 

The  dry  contents  of  each  "family  box" 
were  chosen  to  help  provide  food  for  a 
family  of  five  for  approximately  one 
month.  Because  of  cultural  and  dietaiv 
needs,  contents  were  very  specific,  includ¬ 
ing  rice,  all-purpose  flour,  sugar,  navy 
beans,  lentils,  salt,  loose  tea,  and  powdered 
milk.  Items  were  packed  in  1.5  cubic-foot 
boxes.  One  box  weighed  about  70  pounds 
and  cost  approximately  $60  to  prepare. 
Donors  were  asked  not  to  put  Bibles  or 
other  literature  in  the  boxes,  but  each  box 
bore  a  label  with  John  1:17  in  Arabic. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Task  Force  was  instrumental  in  receiving 
and  processing  the  boxes.  Teams  spent 
two-and-a-half  days  handling,  transfer¬ 
ring,  and  loading  the  boxes  at  the  fair¬ 
grounds  and  Camp  Garaywa,  preparing 
me  boxes  for  shipment  to  Richmond,  Va., 
and  eventual  delivery  to  Iraq  in  June. 

J.C.  Prather,  Associational  Missions 
Director  (AMD)  for  Prentiss  Association  in 


Booneville,  heads  up  one  of 
the  many  associations  that 
participated  in  the  effort.  "We 
sent  letters  out  to  all  the 
churches,"  Prather  said,  "and 
talked  about  it  at  our  execu¬ 
tive  committee  meeting.  We 
were  receiving  calls  up  to  the 
last  minute  from  churches 
wanting  to  participate." 

Clif  Evans  of  First  Church, 

Brooklyn,  accompanied 
George  Berger,  AMD  for 
Lebanon  Association  in 
Hattiesburg,  to  the  fair 
grounds  to  deliver  the  asso¬ 
ciation's  boxes.  "Our  church 
felt  that  we  saw  the  need  of 
those  people,"  Evans  said, 

"and  through  sharing 
Christian  love  to  the  Iraqis  in 
this  way  it  would  nelp 
change  their  attitude  toward 
us."  Berger  and  Evans  deliv 
ered  a  total  of  96  boxes. 

Nelda  Brown,  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Columbus, 
ed  out  with  a  box  from  her 
family.  "I  asked  around  for 
some  more  boxes,"  she  said, 

"and  before  I  knew  it  I  ended 
up  with  33.” 

"A  local  moving  company  CROUP  EFFORT  —  Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Bond  Relocation  Systems  Disaster  Relief  Unit  transfer  a  truckload  of  Iraq  food  boxes 
donated  some  of  the  packing  packed  by  Baptists  in  Winston  and  Noxubee  Associations 
boxes,  Brown  continued.  I^s  (gp  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

and  Bobbie  Perkins  and  Mel - - - - - 

Hawton  from  Bond  actually  ended  up  The  campaign  to  help  feed  the  Iraqi  peo- 
donating  a  truck  to  take  the  boxes  to  pie  is  being  managed  by  the  International 
Jackson.  Other  churches  found  out  about  Mission  Board  and  supported  in  this  state  by 
the  truck  and  donated  food  boxes,  too.”  gifts  to  the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 


MOVING  DAY  —  Jim  Reppeto  (on  ramp)  of  Bentonia,  was  one  of  several  volunteers  who 
handled  food  boxes  for  Iraq  at  the  Mississippi  State  Fairgrounds  in  Jackson  on  May  20-21 .  Over 
3,000  boxes,  each  weighing  approximately  70  pounds,  were  sent  from  Mississippi  to 
Richmond,  Va.,  with  Iraq  being  the  final  destination.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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A  little  more  sunshine,  please 

rytie  first  full  week  of  May  brought  to  a  Southern  Baptists...  Signing  ■  k  nlAO 

merciful  end  the  17-month-k>ng  saga  of  this  affirmation  protects  you  |  ,»iii  uii  klK  ikl  wSS 

Bv  the  adjournment 
or  the  International  ] 


Editor's 

Notebook 


JL  the  missionaries  and  the  faith  statement,  from  charges  of  heresy  behind 
By  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  of  trustees  t^ur  back  while  you  are  over- 
oi  the  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  that  seas  and  cannot  defend  your - 
week  in  Framingham,  Mass.,  a  total  of  77  self.  It  mil  also  disarm  those 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  interna-  wno  may  be  trying  to  use  the 
tional  missionaries  had  retire^  resigned,  or  BF&M  to  divide  Southern 
been  terminated  due  to  their  refusal  to  sign  Baptists  and  isolate  the  IMB 
an  affirmation  of  the  revised  2000  version  of  from  other  agencies  and  state 
the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  (BFM).  conventions  that  have  endorsed 

Many  people  felt  that  affirming  the  doc-  the  current  revision. 
ument  was  as  simple  (and  important)  as 

agreeing  to  a  job  description.  Many  other  Many  Southern  Baptists 

I  people  believe  that  forcing  mission-  were  surprised  to  learn  from 
aries  to  affirm  the  provisions  of  the  Rankin's  letter  that  the 
BFM  is  creedal  and  therefore  anti-  integrity  of  the  SBC's  inter- 
thetical  to  Baptist  history  as  they  national  missionaries,  auite  a 
understand  it.  few  of  whom  had  faithfully 

The  debate  has  reached  an  end,  served  on  the  mission  field 
action  has  been  taken,  and  it's  time  for  20-30  years,  was  now 
to  move  on  with  the  Lord's  work,  being  questioned  by  anony- 
One  thing  is  for  certain,  however:  mous  critics  —  anonymous 
Southern  Baptists  in  the  pews  have  because  Rankin  did  not  iden- 
been  left  in  tne  dark  about  one  of  the  tify  any  of  them  in  his  letter 
most  important  aspects  of  this  story,  and  has  declined  to  do  so  on 
In  a  letter  dated  January  21, 2002,  several  occasions  since  then. 
IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin  request-  With  no  firm  identifica- 
H.  ed  that  the  agency's  missionaries  tions  of  the  missionaries' 
I  affirm  that  they  would  conduct  their  detractors.  Southern  Baptists 
ministries  in  accordance  with  the  were  left  in  toe  dark  and 
2000  BFM.  His  explanation  is  unable  determine  if  these 
excerpted  from  the  letter  as  follows:  people  were  at  all  qualified 

to  level  the  very  serious 
Wie  already  had  in  place  a  policy  that  if  any  charge  of  heresy  against  peo- 
missionary  taught  or  practiced  doctrinal  post-  pie  they've  likely  never  met. 
tions  in  any  way  contrary  to  the  BF&M  that  it  cated  and  experienced  in  th 
would  be  grounds  for  termination.  Our  board  trine  and  theology  to  the  exti 
felt  that  these  policies  and  actions  provided  ade-  accusation  coula  be  taken 
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Larry  Burkette,  financial 
expert,  estimates  that 
only  two  percent  of 
people  who  retire  at  65  will  be 
financially  free.  He  said  45% 
will  be  dependent  on  relatives 
while  30%  will  become  depen¬ 
dent  on  charity.  In  Mississippi 
alone  we  have  many  retired 
pastors  and  widows  who  live 
on  or  near  the  poverty  level. 

This  means  that  all  of  us  —  the 
church,  pastors,  and  staff  — 
need  to  ao  a  better  job  of  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  future. 

Churches  will  soon  be  draft-  If  we  live  long  enough,  all  of  productive  for  the  Lord, 
ing  their  new  budgets.  It  is  time  us  will  come  to  tne  time  of  retire-  Finally,  to  pastors  and  staff  I 
now  to  give  consideration  to  ment.  I  can  hardly  believe  that  I  would  say  your  greatest  gift  is 
what  your  church  does  for  the  am  now  looking  down  the  age  your  family.  Your  highest  call  is 
staff  in  relation  to  retirement.  If  barrel  of  retirement  and  some-  not  worship  but  your  wife, 
you  discover  that  your  staff  is  one  is  about  to  pull  the  trigger.  Your  greatest  demand  is  not 
not  in  the  Southern  Baptist  %  However,  I  am  not  going  to  your  sermon  but  your  son. 
Convention's  retirement  plan,  retire.  Let  me  explain.  I  have  no  Your  loftiest  duty  is  your 
then  one  call  to  the  annuity  rep-  desire  to  retire  from  the  daughter.  They  don’t  need 
resentative,  Robin  Nichols,  is  Convention  Board.  I  only  plan  to  homiletics;  they  need  a  hug. 
where  you  start:  (800)  748-1651,  retire  to  something  else.  The  They  want  time,  not  treasure, 
ext.  226  or  e-mail  emphasis  will  not  be  on  leaving  When  one  pastor  left  the 
michols@mbcb.org.  Pastors  something  but  going  to  some-  local  church  to  come  to  the 
and  staff  may  aiso  use  this  thing.  Each  of  us  should  begin  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
number  and  e-mail  address  for  now  to  pray  and  plan  to  move  Board,  his  church  had  a  special 
advice.  The  earlier  they  start  from  present  employment  to  service.  His  daughter  asked  to 
saving  for  those  final  years,  the  another  employment.  This  will  say  a  few  words  in  the  service, 
better  off  they  will  be.  make  the  reclining  years  just  as  She  said  she  had  discussed  it 


with  her  brother,  and  they 
decided  that  the  best  church 
their  dad  had  served  was  —  I 
know  that  pastor  was  praying, 
"Dear  Lora,  let  her  say  this 
church"  —  the  church  they  had 
had  in  their  home. 

All  of  us  need  not  plan  to 
retire  from  but  retire  to  another 
place  of  service.  Churches  need 
to  plan  retirement  benefits. 
Pastors  and  staff  must  save  for 
those  final  years,  and  all  of  us 
need  to  spend  more  time  with 
our  families. 

A  friend  of  mine  was  getting 
his  family  into  the  car  when  a 
church  member  asked,  "Pastor, 
what  are  you  doing  today?"  He 
responded,  "I'm  spending  the 
day  off  with  my  family."  She 
remarked,  "Well,  you  know  the 
devil  never  takes  a. day  off." 
Bearing  a  big  smile  he  said,  "I 
know,  out  I  am  not  patterning 
my  life  after  the  devil.” 
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'.  awesome  thought." 

A  byproduct  of  surviving 
.the  smell  of  five-day-ola 
.socks  has  also  been  an 
immense  friendship.  "We  are 
with  each  other  24/7," 
.  Faulkner  says.  "We  even  hang 
out  together  when  we  don't 
'  have  to.  Our  interests  are  so 
similar  that  —  from  the  very 
start  —  we  got  along  well." 

McTavish  and  Faulkner 
recount  the  story  of  how  God 
might  be  preparing  a  man  to 
receive  Christ. 


Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


lent  tne  people  groups  or  tne  region,  (or  pnoroj  guy  on  a  tractor  was 

- -  pulling  a  trailer  with  a  bunch 

ides  humor-  lagers.  Both  are  mildly  con-  of  logs  on  it,  but  they'd  all 
very  strenu-  versant  in  the  Mandarin  lan-  fallen  off  down  a  slope," 
>r  instance,  guage  of  the  area.  McTavish  recalls.  'We 

d  about  the  "We  take  very  seriously  the  dropped  our  packs  and 
nvited  to  eat  idea  of  being  salt  and  light  helped  him  load  them  all  back 
wherever  we  go,"  Faulkner  on  his  trailer, 
lulled  out  a  said.  "We  know  others  will  be  "He  went  on  ahead,  but 
everything  coming  behind  us  with  the  later  we  caught  up  to  him.  He 
rward  —  and  Gospel."  was  trying  to  get  up  a  muddy 

,  turned  to  us  Faulkner  felt  compelled  to  slope  but  couldn't  because  of 
you  stay  for  build  God's  kingdom  instead  the  weight  of  the  logs.  We 
ired  a  way  to  of  his  own  by  anonymously  unloaded  all  the  logs,  carried 
out  of  tnat  preparing  the  way  for  the  them  up  the  hill  then  loaded 
Gospel.  them  back  on  the  trailer." 

that  they  He  felt  that  God  said,  "You  The  grunt  work  garnered 
traditionally  don't  need  Mountain  Dew  an  invitation  to  supper  and  a 
shiping  trees,  and  Papa  John's  to  survive."  place  to  stay  that  night, 
itams  —  but  Circumstances  during  their  "That  guy's  wife  hooked  us 
Gospel  con-  travels  have  forced  these  up  with  some  serious  good 
young  men  to  lean  on  God  for  food  that  night,"  McTavish 
ter  a  commu-  direction.  Once,  they  literally  continued. 

■  asked  God  for  direction  when  "He  also  told  us  we  had  a 
they  were  faced  with  a  fork  place  to  stay  anytime  we 
on  their  trail.  came  back,"  he  added. 

"Like,  out  of  nowhere  these  McTavish  and  Faulkner 
guys  came  out  of  the  fields  and  only  hope  the  next  time  they 
told  us  which  direction  the  vil-  go  back  that  supper  will  pre- 
lage  was  and  that  we  were  cede  a  worship  service  with 
almost  there,"  Faulkner  said.  that  family. 


A  search  committee  seeking  a  president  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
reaches  into  the  ranks  of  its  overseas  administrators  and  unanimously 
nominates  Jerry  A.  Rankin  for  the  post.  Mississippi  Baptists  respond  enthu¬ 
siastically  to  the  announcement  that  their  native  son  was  nominated. 


Mississippi  Baptists  rally  to  the  need  of  their  stricken  neighbors  as 
massive  amounts  of  rainwater  entering  the  Pearl  River  basin  floods 
homes  in  the  northeast  section  of  Jackson.  Flooding  also  struck  other 
areas  of  the  state,  displacing  over  500  families. 


A  writer  to  The  Baptist  Record  states,  "I  think  Jesus  will  be  displeased 
with  die  softball  at  church  but  the  devil  well  pleased...  let  us  be  satisfied 
with  die  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ...  I  do  not  want  to  bring  the 
house  of  the  Lord  down  to  a  soup  stand  and  a  headquarters  for  athletes." 
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Ministry  Assistants  hold  annual  conference 

By  Linda  Jenkins  ‘^S  LiV  v«?  '&* 

Correspondent  4®  "»  *  r„.  •- 


Egg  creation 
stirs  etihcal 
questions 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Success  with  mice  has  scientists 
believing  that  someday  they 
will  be  able  to  create  human 
eggs  in  the  laboratory,  thus 
allowing  homosexuals  to  have 
"biological"  children  and  creat¬ 
ing  a  host  of  ethical  concerns. 

As  reported  in  the  journal 
Science  and  explained  in  The 
Washington  Post,  scientists 
have  used  mouse  embryonic 
stem  cells  to  create  mouse  eggs 
in  the  laboratory.  Interestingly, 
the  mouse  eggs  were  created 
from  both  male  and  female 
cells  —  indicating  that  males 
have  the  biological  capacity  to 
produce  eggs,  the  Pbst  said. 

If  duplicated  in  humans, 
homosexual  couples  theoreti¬ 
cally  could  attempt  to  have  their 
own  biological  child  —  with 
one  man  supplying  the  sperm 
and  the  other  man  supplying 
the  laboratory-produced  eggs 
having  his  biological  materiaLA 
surrogate  mother  would  be  nec¬ 
essary  to  carry  the  baby. 

So  far  it  is  simply  science  fic¬ 
tion  but  if  tried,  two  homosexu¬ 
al  men  could  start  the  process  by 
creating  an  embryonic  clone  of 
one  of  the  men,  a  report  on  New 


theme,  Trading  Spaces,  based  <•  *  ■* 

on  the  populartelevision 

Conference  sessions  were  NEW  OFFICERS  —  Officers  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ministry  Assistants  Association  are  (frorr 
designed  to  help  the  ministry  |eft)  Ljsa  Thornton,  Monroe  Association,  Becker,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Linda  Coleman,  2nd  Vice 
assistants  add  polish  and  put  fin-  President.  Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City;  Juila  Field,  outgoing  President,  Meadowood  Church 
ishing  touches  on  their  minds, 
hearts,  personalities,  work  space, 
daily  routines,  and  futures. 

Conference  leaders  were  read¬ 
ily  spotted  by  die  hard  hats  that 
they  wore.  The  two-day  agenda, 
planned  by  Julia  C.  Field  of 
Amory,  included  praise  and 
*  ‘  ‘  m’  "  i,  "homework 

assignments"  (divided  confer¬ 
ence  sessions),  a  business  session, 
and  a  Monday  night  banquet. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws 
changes  "officially"  named  all 
Mississippi  Baptist  church  sec¬ 
retaries,  Baptist  Building 


and  agencies,  as  .  ministry  Amory  s  Meaaowooa  cnurcn.  mem  ueyartmem  oi  uie 
assistants"  to  come  in  line  with  An  on-site  Lifeway  Christian  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
other  states  and  conventions.  store,  door  prizes,  excellent  Board  (MBCB). 

Praise  time  was  under  the  camp  food,  and  a  silent  auction  The  conference  is  supported 
l  praise  and  wor-  direction  of  Charlotte  Ready,  were  conference  "extras."  by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi 

ship,  *  inspiration,  "homework  minister  of  music  at  Monticello  Representatives  from  the  Cooperative  Program. 

r - Church,  Monticello.  Annunity  Board  of  the  Southern  For  more  information  on  the 

Popular  national  women's  Baptist  Convention  were  on  ministry  assistants  association, 

conference  speaker,  manage-  hand  to  guide  the  ministry  contact  Kay  McDonnell, 

ment  consultant,  and  author  assistants  m  planning  for  the  Pastor/Leadership 

Gaye  Martin  of  Florida  enter-  future  with  retuementbenefits.  Development  Department, 

tained  and  inspired  the  group  The  annual  state-wide  meet-  MBCB,  P.O.  Box  53u,  Jackson, 

retaries.  Baptist  Building  secre-  with  four  presentations  over  ing  is  sponsored  each  April  by  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
taries,  ladies  who  serve  in  sec-  the  two-days.  Banquet  enter-  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ministry  292-3305  or  toll-free  outside 

retarial  positions  on  college  tainment  was  provided  by  Assistants  Association  and  the  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  305. 

campuses,  other  institutions  Lloyd  and  Rita  Sweatt  from  Pastor /Leadership  Develop-  E-mail:  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org. 

Former  Mississippi  pastor  tapped  as  Georgia  editor 

ATLANTA  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  J.  Gerald  Harris, 
pastor  of  Eastside  Church  in  yf 

Marietta,  Ga.,  and  former  pas-  Hi 
tor  of  Colonial  Heights  Church, 

Jackson,  has  been  elected  editor 
of  The  Christian  Index,  news- 
journal  of  the  Georgia  Baptist  B|||  ‘'-ck-j 
Convention  (GBC). 

Harris,  age  62,  came  to  Kb.  tBy 
Georgia  in  1990  aspastor  of  E*  " 

Peachtree  Comers  (.hurch  inE*i|i,if>0 
Norcross,  where  he  served 
for  four  years.  He  moved  to 
Norcross  from  the  pastorate  I. M  *’ '"l* 
of  Colonial  Heights  Church 
in  Jackson,  where  he  served  E'.'f 
for  10  years. 

In  Mississippi,  he  served  as 

President  of  the  Mississippi 
aptist  Pastors'  Conference 
ana  as  vice  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  He  also 

wrote  a  series  of  devotions  for  The  Baptist  Pardoned  to  be  Priests,  a  book  of  sermons 
Record,  newsjoumal  of  the  Mississippi  published  by  Broadman  Press  in  1988;  and 

Baptist  Convention.  Olympic  Heroes,  T . 

Harris  served  as  GBC  president  in  1999  Winning  at  Life,  published  by  Broadman 
and  has  been  an  active  member  on  a  vari-  and  Holman  in  1996. 
ety  of  committees,  including  the  GBC  exec-  He  has  also  written  Sunday  School 
utive  committee,  administrative  commit-  lessons  for  the  Baptist  Courier,  the 
tee,  budget  planning  committee,  and  nom-  newsjoumal  of  South  Carolina  Baptists, 
mating  committee  (on  which  he  served  as  Harris  was  bom  Nov.  26,  1940  in 
chairman).  He  also  served  as  chairman  of  Hickory,  N.C.,  and  accepted  Christ  in  1950 
the  literature  distribution  committee  for  at  First  Church  of  Valdese,  N.C.  The  same 
the  1994  Super  Bowl  outreach  and  is  a  cur-  church  called  him  to  preach  as  a  high 
rent  trustee  of  Mercer  University.  school  senior  and  ordained  him  in  1961. 


On  the  national  level  He  has  a  bachelor’s  degree  from  Mercer 
he  is  currently  serving  on  University,  a  master  of  theology  degree 
the  Southern  Baptist  from  Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Convention  (SBC)  Forest,  N.C.,  and  a  doctor  of  ministry 
Executive  Committee,  degree  from  Luther  Rice  Seminary  in 
He  has  served  on  the  SBC  Jacksonville,  Fla.  (now  relocated  in  Greater 
Resolutions  Committee  Atlanta).  He  was  alumnus  of  the  year  for 
and  on  the  board  of  the  1997  for  Southeastern  Seminary. 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Harris  and  his  wife,  the  former 

Board  (now  LifeWay  Martha  Jean  Maxwell  of  Newnan,  are 
Christian  Resources)  in  parents  of  a  daughter,  Miriam,  who  is 
Nashville  and  Criswell  married  to  Billy  Godwin,  pastor  of 
College  in  Dallas.  Ephesus  Church  in  Douglasville;  and 

Harris  has  written  for  twin  sons  John  Mark  and  Gerald  David, 
a  variety  of  denomina-  Harris  expressed  appreciation  to 

tional  publications,  espe-  Georgia  Baptists  for  considering  him  for 
dally  for  LifeWay  the  state  level  ministry  position. 

Christian  Resources.  For  "I  see  The  Christian  Index  as  the 
that  publishing  arm  of  instrument  whereby  Georgia  Baptists  are 
the  SBC,  he  has  written  connected  for  the  purpose  of 
devotions  for  Open  Empowering  Kingdom  Growth,"  he  said. 
Windows  and  HomeLife  "I  have  discovered  that  there  are  a  multi¬ 
plicity  of  wonderful.  God-honoring  mis¬ 
sions  and  ministries  taking  place  in  our 
churches  from  St.  Marys  to  Ringold,  and 
World-Class  Athletes  that  lives  are  being  changed  daily. 

L..  D _ I if v  i  \  e  r  .  .  .  •  .«  '  ,  _  1 


begin  cell  division,  thus  produc¬ 
ing  an  embryo.  (A  sperm  is  not 


needed.) 

The  embryo  would  be 
destroyed  in  order  to  harvest 
stem  cells,  which  would  then  be 
manipulated  to  produce  an  egg, 
which,  scientists  say,  would 
have  the  man's  genetic  material. 

That  egg  would  be  com¬ 
bined  with  the  other  man's 
sperm  in  the  laboratory  to  cre¬ 


ate  an  embryo,  which  would 
then  be  implanted  in  a  surro¬ 
gate  mother  and  carried  to 
term.  The  baby  would  have 
three  parents  —  two  male  and 
one  female. 

The  research  was  conducted 
by  scientists  at  the  University  of 


Harris 


"I  look  forward  to  getting  that  good 
news  into  the  hands  ana  hearts  of 
Georgia  Baptists.  I  believe  that  the  paper 
should  primarily  focus  on  news  that 
encourages  and  uplifts.  The  writer  of 
Hebrews  said  that  we  should  'consider 
one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to 
good  works  ...  exhorting  one  another: 
and  so  much  the  more,  as  [we]  see  the 


Pennsylvania  and  in  France 


and  so  much  the  more,  as  [we]  see  1 
day  approaching'  (Hebrews  10:  24-25). 


May  29, 2003 


Workshop  focuses  on  hard-to-reach  family 

WALTERS,  Okla.  (BP)  —  They've  seen^  fL  "When  I  say,  'You're  right,  Ethan,  I 
you  at  your  worst.  They  know  your  weak-  -  |  was  wrong  and  I'm  sorry/  that  satisfies 


him,"  NicKel  explained.  "If  we  can  say 
we  are  wrong,  people  can  cope  with  that, 
and  they  have  respect  for  us." 

Nickel  said  he  doesn't  feel  the  call  to 
be  an  evangelist,  but  believes  a  part  of 
the  pastoral 


the  pastoral  ministry  is  to  equip  the 
saints  for  the  work  of  ministry. 

"This  is  a  process,  not  a  knock-on-a- 
door,  get  saved,  come  back  to  church  and 
report  type  of  thing,"  he  noted.  "It  took 
me  six  years  to  get  a  lost  family  member 
saved/' 

He  told  of  one  lady  who  went  through 
the  course  who  had  a  brother  she  hadn't 
spoken  to  in  16  years.  Because  he  is  not 
yet  a  Christian,  she  decided  to  spend 
more  time  with  him.  He  opened  up  and 
told  her  why  he  had  been  mad  at  her  for 
years  —  she  scratched  his  bicycle  when 
ne  was  8  years  old. 

Now,  because  of  her  going  through 
the  process  of  reconciliation  with  him, 
they  are  talking  about  the  Bible  and  the 
Lord,  Nickel  said. 

"All  this  is  is  living  the  way  God 
wants  you  to  live,"  Nickel  said.  "Jesus,  in 
Acts  1:8,  says  we  are  to  be  witnesses  in 
Jerusalem  [and]  Judea,  in  Samaria  and 
unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  Earth.  Our 


Spaces  are  available  for  the 
following  conferences  at 
Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass 
Christian: 


•  June  12-16  —  V  Youth 
Conference  (Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board) 

•  June  24-28  —  Young 
Musicians'  Conference 
(Church  Music) 

•  July  1-5  —  Family 
Enrichment  Conference 
(Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry) 

•  July  5-9  —  HeartSong  '03 
Youth  Music  Camp  (Church 
Music) 

•  July  10-12  —  Music 

Leadership  Conference 

(Church  Music) 

•  July  24-26  —  Growing 
Churches  (Discipleship  and 
Family  ministry) 

•  July  24-26  —  Church 
Media  Library  Conferences 
(Communication  Services) 

•  August  7-9  —  Pastors 

and  Wives  Conference 
(Pastor/Leadership 
Development) 

•  Sept.  30-Oct.  2  —  IV 
Senior  Adult  Conference 
(Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry) 

Information  on  the  various 
conferences  may  be  secured 
from  the  sponsoring  department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  as  listed  after 
the  conference  above,  at  (601) 
292-3218  or  toll-free  ooutside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 

Spaces  are  also  available  for 
the  following  Lifeway  spon¬ 
sored  youth  camps: 

II  Centrifuge 

III  Centrifuge 


Nickel 


Dealing  wtih 
Difficult  People 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


July  19-24 
July  26-31 


For  Centrifuge  information 
and  reservations,  call  (877) 
CAMP-123  or  write  CEN¬ 
TRIFUGE,  P.O.  Box  24001, 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 
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Faith  Church,  Jackqul  will 
hold  VBS,  The  Great  Kihgdom 
Caper,  on  June  2-6  from  jj:30- 
11:30  a.m.  For  more  i$40rma- 
tion,  call  (601)  368-2983^V 

VBS  will  be  held  at  Societt, 
Hill  Church,  Oakvale,  June  9- 


Children's  Dedication,  Calvary  Church,  Canton 


Baby  Dedication,  Amaziah  Church,  Hickory  Flat 


13  from  5:30-8:30  p.m. 

Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  hold  VBS  on 
June  9-13  from  9  a.m.-12:30 

Sm.  Registration  is  June  8 
om  5-7  p.m. 

Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  hold  a  community 
sing  on  June  21  at  6  p.m.  The 
Reeves  Family  will  be  the  fea¬ 
tured  musicians.  All  area  musi¬ 
cians  are  invited  to  participate. 

Amaziah  Church,  Hickory 
Flat,  had  a  baby  dedication  on 
May  11.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Michael  Howell  and  his  wife 
with  Cody,  Derrick  Howell  and 
his  wife  with  Zachery,  Dana 
Holmes  with  Ike,  and  Michael 
Boothe  and  his 
wife  with 
Karegan. 

_ Leonard 

Howell  is 

fastor.  The 
rotherhood 
men  of 
Amaziah  are 
currently 
constructing 
the  first  bap¬ 
tistry  in  the 
church. 

Calvary 
Church, 

Canton,  had 
a  child  dedi¬ 


cation  on  Easter  Sunday.  Six 
children,  along  with  their  par¬ 
ents,  grandparents,  and  great 
grandparents  were  present. 

Mt  Zion  Church,  Florence, 
recently  dedicated  the  site  of 
their  new  church  campus. 
Members  marched  from  the  old 
location  to  the  new  and  sang 
hymns.  Don  Kleeb  is  pastor. 

The  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  has  launched 
DirectorofMissions.conv  an 
interactive  Web  site  designed  to 
communicate  with  directors  of 
missions,  assodational  staff  and 
other  missions-minded  leaders. 
Assodational  leaders  can  find 
updated  information  such  as 


news  releases,  news  regarding 
missions  experiences,  associa- 
tional  links,  reviews,  highlights 
of  new  resources,  and  articles. 

For  more  information,  visit 
http:  /  /  www.DirectoiOfMission 
s.com  or  call  (205)  995-4808. 

The  youth  of  First  Church, 
Kosciusko,  presented  a  musi¬ 
cal,  Testify  of  Love,  on  April 
27.  Along  with  the  vocalists 
participating  were  the  Hearts 
and  Hand^pujjfifi);  ministry, 
the  I.M.A.GJE.  drama  team, 
and  the  sign  language  min¬ 
istry^  Ihey  took  a"  three  day 
choir^  liiiii^Trn  vwliwg  ■ .  Jo  t 
Oxford,  Bruceton,  Tenn.,  and***” 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


Youth  Choir  of  First  Church,  Kosdusko 

w.  A -r. 


a****'  A 


president.  Student  who  maintains  the  highest  aca 
ment  Association  demic  average  for  the  four-yea) 
it  Sunny  Salters  present-  period  with  all  work  taken  at 
Outstanding  Faculty  Mississippi  College.  The  Sadlei 


.  '*1 ,  jj  and  debate.  Ed  r' *’.5'  r^*  -  -'^»*  *,**•*« 

,  .  ifr]  Leonard,  Purvis,  Bo/;.  ^  5"  '*•  1  ^ 

%  '  ~  ‘  ‘  1  ,  ‘  Tig  director  of  student  \  ...  . 

A--  #•  jl  life,  received  theP*?^. 

r«-‘  >  Outstanding  '  ±  i* 

&  r  Administrator  of  the  ji  A  y'  "  .fV'-* ’  A* 

jY  ^"r  "■/%  I  Year  Award. 

.VV^*  Associate  director  of  fW' 

admissions  Alissa  Jr*:  ^ 

>olson  King/  Purvis, ..rZflM&R'i'*-!; 2  i  ^^Sr  .fit 

received  the  B  — 

angelism  for  the  2002-2003  Outstanding  Staff  N 

|  available  for  Member  of  the  Year  Tilley  and  Kent 

aching  engage-  Award.  Pictured 

[reached  at  (601)  (from  left)  are  Audrey  Morgan,  Award  is  given  to  the  student 
Ed  Leonard,  Huebner,  and  who  maintains  the  highest  aca- 
President  of  Salters.  demic  average  at  Mississippi 

College  basea  on  two  years  of 
The  National  League  for  work  at  Mississippi  College, 
Accrediting  after  graduating  from  a  corn- 
commission  has  approved  the  munity  college, 
graduate  program  m  nursing  at 
William  Carey  College’s  r^**^*^: ~w/ 

(WCC)  Gulfport  campus.  The  'f,  '®T.VT,.  '< 
implementation  of  the  master's  ]jf!  ?  '  C 

program  follows  the  required  O.*  J  ”  V 

approval  by  the  state  of  W: 

Mississippi  and  the  Southern  “"■'V  ' 

Association  of  Colleges  and  <  T  'lllifi 

Schools  (SACS).  The  new  pro- 

gram  will  have  an  Adult  Health  !  '&»**■*•>*■  V  *  JpjT 

major  with  an  education  focus  \  ,  C/'*,*! 

and  be  offered  on  a  full-time  or  \\j£&  ~  .  * 

part-time  basis.  Students  inter-  ( 

ested  in  the  master  of  science  in  ,  4,>.C/ W  .} 

nursing  should  call  (228)  897-  f 'JL  *  „  ?|g5L n 

7208  for  more  information.  Jlffr  *  *  ",  '  *  Art  '91® 


BAPTISTS 


Poison,  Ridgeland,  received  revivals  and  f 
Master  of  Divinity  degrees  mentsandcan 
from  George  W.  Truett  249-0491.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Theological  Seminary  at  Baylor  Chuck  Kelley,  r._„T — . 

University's  commencement  NOBTS,  and  Knalaf. 
ceremonies  held  on  May  17. 

Poison  also  received  a  Master  Honors  Day  was  recently  held  Nursing 

of  Social  Work.  Pictured  (from  at  William  Carey  Colli 
left)  are  Wiley  and  Poison.  (WCC).  Mandy  Tilley,  Li 


Chuck  Kelly,  president  NOBTS  4c  Jad  Khalaf 


Morgan,  Leonard,  Huebner  and  Salters 


Poplar 
Springs 
Cnur cn , 
Mendenhall, 
called  Jack 
Woodard  as 
pastor  on 
February  16. 
Woodani,  a 
native  of 
Carrollton, 
Mo.,  is  a  graduate  of  Christian 
Bible  College,  Southwest  Baptist 
University,  and  Luther  Rice 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

•  Disability  Medicare  Supplement  I 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates!  0* , ,  ’%f.  -  ^  l 

Drug  Card!  Ife  ;  "  I 


Woodard 


Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement.. .Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 


Transportation  South,  Inc. 


CDL  and  non-CDL  buses 
Beet  selection  and  value 

1-800-367-9463 

1-205-663-2287 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program 


New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Call  today  for  free  information! 
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Deacons  of  Weathersby  Church,  Mendenhall 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 


Deacons  of  Poplar  Springs  Church,  Mendenhall 


Ho  mi -.co  mi  nci  &  Rivivai  Dates 


Weathersby  Church, 
Mendenhall,  ordained  Mack 
Stubbs,  Terry  Whiteside,  and 
Wayne  Lee  as  deacons  on 
January  26.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Foy  Killinesworth, 
pastor,  Stubbs,  Wniteside, 
and  Lee. 

Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Menaenhall,  ordained  Larry 
Jones,  Royce  Bynum,  and 
Martin  Carder,  as  deacons  on 
April  27.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Jones,  Bynum,  Carder, 
and  Jack  Woodard,  pastor. 

Liberty  Church,  Jefferson, 
ordainea  James  Narmour  and 


Sam  Allen  Ayers  on  April  6. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Narmour,  Paul  Miller,  pastor, 
and  Ayers. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Deacons  of  Liberty  Church,  Jefferson 


Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Hearina  is  Believin 


For  a  FREE  consultation  call 
won  1-800-844-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-800-844-6821 
or  go  online  at  www.audlosarvicas.org 

£2 
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The  children  s 
Choir  of  Gaston 
Church,  Booneville, 
performed  The  Story 
of  die  Glory  of  Easter 
on  April  13.  Teresa 
Green  and  Lisa  Holley 
are  choir  directors. 

Calvary  Church, 
Greenwood,  recog¬ 
nized  Lucille 

Braswell,  the  oldest 


Brewer,  the  youngest 
mother,  ana,  Clara 
Bond,  the  mother 
with  the  most  chil¬ 
dren,  on  Mother's  Day. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Bona, 
Braswell,  and  Brewer.  Several 


Morris  Chapman,  Executive 
Committee,  SBC,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  Williamsville 
Church, 
Kosciusko,  on 
April  27. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Jerry 
W.  East,  pas¬ 
tor,  and 

Chapman. 


Chapel 
Hill  Church, 
Utica,  held  a 
crawfish  and 
shrimp  boil  on 


Providence 
Church, 
Carrollton, 
..  .  „  gave  the  Red 

Bond,  Braswell,  and  Brewer  Cross  a  help- 

families  (pictured)  also  took  ing  hand  by  collecting  items 
-iart  in  the  parent/child  dedi-  needed  to  send  to  our  troops  in 
ation  during  that  service.  Iraq.  Pictured  (from  left,  seat¬ 


ed)  are  Destine  Ferguson,  Anne 
Smith,  Jessica  Gregg,  (stand¬ 
ing)  Roy  Welch,  Nicole  Cheek, 
Jimmy  Avant,  Amanda 
Burchfield,  and  J.  W.  Campbell. 

Holly  Church,  Corinth,  held  a 


teen  revival. 
Celebrate  Life, 
in  April.  Scott 
Carter  and 
Chris  Aldridge 
were  guest 

speakers,  and 


Chapman  and  East 


Providence  Church,  Carrollton 


f 


Calvary  Church  Parent/Child  Dedication,  Greenwood 


Eric 
K  a  c  h  u  r 


guest 
music 
minister. 
Tony 
Morrow  is 
astor. 


one  began 
celebrat¬ 
ing  their 


Christ  that 
week. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 

estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 
ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  seTT 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health 

insurance;  call  (662)  568-3482. _ 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/lackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
PASTORS,  TEACHERS,  CHURCH  STAFF. 
Quality  Health  Insurance,  Call  today  for  a 
free  quote.  Quentin  E.  Adams  (601 )  594- 
5676,  quentinadams35flhotmail.com. 

A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr., 
sell  $119.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

A  QUEEN  MATTRESS  SET,  pillow-top, 
NEW  in  plastic.  Sell  $175.  Call  (601) 

209-0872. _ 

A  BRAND  NEW  KING  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only 
$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 


LEESVILLE  -  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 

Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Youth  fastor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1568, 1 400  Nolan  Trace, 
Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 
lbcleesvilledwnonline.net. 

SLEIGH  BED,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BOX.  SELL 

$250.  Call  (601  >209-0872. _ 

BEDROOM  SET,  BRAND  NEW  IN  BOX, 
bed,  dresser,  mirror,  chest  and  nightstand. 

Sell  $550.  Call  (601 )  209-0872. _ 

LOWER  YOUR  PHONE  BILL.  BLESSED 
Hope  has  4.9  cents/minute,  (24/7),  no 
fees,  no  fine  print  and  250,000  happy 
customers.  Toll  free  (866)  587-8346  or 
info  at  www.covenantphoneservice.com. 

Home  agents  needed. _ 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  for 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 

Inc.  (800)  605-2970. _ _ 

PARADISE  LANES:  MISSISSIPPI'S  only 


smoke  and  alcohol  free  bowling  center.  Call 
about  lock-in,  group  rates,  fund  raisers,  and 
leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper  Road, 
lackson,  MS.  Call  (601)  372-7700. 

BYNE  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Albany,  Georgia,  is  now  actively  seeking  a 
senior  pastor.  Interested  pastors  are  asked  to 
contact  the  chairman  of  the  pastor  search 
committee  at  the  following  address:  Donald 
Lanier,  1318  Gail  Avenue,  Albany,  GA 
31707.  Information  about  the  church  can 

be  viewed  at  www.byne.org.  _ 

CHURCH  PEWS  AVAILABLE  FOR  donation 
to  church.  Twelve  long  pews  and  twelve 
short  pews.  If  interested,  please  call  First 
Baptist  Church,  Newton,  Miss,  at  (601 )  683- 

2066.  Ask  for  Leroy  Brewer,  pastor. _ 

BROKEN  AND  COLLASPED  TOMBS 
rebuilt;  statuary  repaired  and  cleaned. 
Scottish  trained  stonemason,  (662)  258- 
3664  or  email  msguildOaol.com. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  COLUMBUS, 

Miss.,  is  currently  accepting  resumes  for  the 
position  of  Interim  Director  of  preschool 
and  children's  ministries.  Please  mail 
resumes  to  P.O.  Box  829,  Columbus,  MS 
39703,  attn: 


SLAYDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SI 

Miss.,  (Marshall  Association)  is  seeking  an 
interim  music/worship  leader.  Please  con- 
tact  the  church  office  at  (662)  252-4559. 
EPHESUS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  FOREST 
is  seeking  a  youth  and  children's  minister. 
Send  resume  to  3535  Ephesus  Road,  Forest, 
MS  39074  or  call  601-469-1731.  The  job 
requires  1 5  hours  a  week  during  the  school 
year  and  full-time  during  the  summer. 
POSITION  AVAILABLE  FOR  A  FULL- 
TIME  Kindergarten-Day  Care  Director. 

Call  (601)  372-8651. _ 

ERIC  PERKINS,  MINISTER  TO  STU¬ 
DENTS  at  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church, 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  has  been  accepted  by  the 
International  Mission  Board  to  serve  as  a 


church  planter  in  Uruguay.  The  church  is 
receiving  recommendations  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  minister  to  students.  Send  recom¬ 
mendations  to:  Harrisburg  Baptist 
Church,  attn:  Dr.  Forrest  Sheffield,  4675 
Cliff  Gookin  Blvd.,  Tupelo,  MS  38801 
FRENCH  CAMP  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
French  Camp,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
youth  minister.  Send  resume  to  Bro.  Tony 
Fortenberry,  Rt.  1 ,  Box  1  a5,  French  Camp, 
MS  39745.  For  more  information  call  (662) 

547-6348  after  600  p.m. _ 

BETHESDA  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TERRY, 
Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a  pianist  to  play 
in  all  services  and  rehearsals.  For  more 
information,  please  call  (601)  939-1836  or 

fax  inquires  to  (601)  939-2924. _ 

FRANKLIN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  FLORA, 
Miss,  is  seeking  a  bivocational  youth  minis¬ 
ter  and  music  minister.  Send  resume  with 
photo  to:  search  committee,  attn:  )o  Willett, 
2066  Cox  Ferry  Road,  Flora,  MS  39071 . 
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Door-to-door  effort  paying  big  dividends 


CAIRO,  Ga. 


Kenneth  Cloud  is 


KEEPING  TRACK  —  Jennie 
Broome  makes  notes  on  a  visit 
that  has  just  been  completed 
while  her  husband  Dan  heads 
for  another  house  across  the 
street  during  a  door-to-door 
visitation  initiative  in  Grady 
County,  Ga.  The  couple  are 
members  of  First  Church  of 
Cairo,  Ga.  (BP  photo  by  Joe 
Westbury) 


Anti-abortion 


campaign  set 


for  summer 


The  Christian  Action  Group 
(CAG),  an  independent  pro¬ 
life  organization  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Jackson,  will  kick  off 
a  statewide  summer  tour 
titled.  Face  the  Truth,  at  7  p.m. 
on  May  30  at  Wesley  Biblical 
Seminary  in  Jackson.  Joe 
Schiedler  of  Chicago,  a 
national  anti-abortion  activist, 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker. 

For  more  information  on 
the  campaign,  contact  C.  Roy 
McMillan  at  1004  Buckley 
Drive,  Jackson,  MS  39206. 
Telephone:  (601)  981-8377. 
The  Christian  Action  Group  is 
not  affiliated  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission,  an 
agency  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention. 


making  a  believer  of  folks  in  Grady  County. 
Cloud,  pastor  of  Midway  Church  in  Cairo, 
Ga.,  faced  a  problem  well-known  among 
Christians  when  he  was  named  director  or 
evangelism  for  die 
Grady  Association:  How 
do  you  effectively  reach 
die  lost  in  your  commu¬ 
nity  with  die  Gospel? 

Additionally,  Cloud 
sensed  that  churches  in 
the  association  needed  to 
be  spiritually  energized 
if  they  were  going  to 
impact  their  communi¬ 
ties  for  Christ  He  began 
with  a  budget  of  only 
$500  for  die  entire  year's 
evangelism  efforts. 

Cloud  was  familiar 
with  Crossover  events 
that  have  gained  popu¬ 
larity  on  the  state  and 
national  level.  In  that 
approach,  volunteers 
descend  on  a  city  for  a 
weekend  evangelistic 
blitz  through  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  local  churches, 
but  he  was  seeking  a 
more  personal  approach 
that  would  energize  the 
local  churches  without 
having  to  depend  on  oth¬ 
ers  from  outside  die  com¬ 
munity.  It's  not  that  die 
volunteers  were  not  wanted.  Cloud  is  quick 
to  say;  he  was  just  wanting  die  churches  to 
‘  die  responsibility  to  reach  their  own 
ors  without  having  to  ask  volunteers 
to  drive  for  hours  to  provide  assistance. 


The  task  was  formidable:  reach  7,400 
homes  with  a  Gospel  presentation  within 
four  weeks  —  something  that  had  never 
been  accomplished  before  in  die  associa¬ 
tion  —  with  only  a  $500  budget. 

Today,  those  who  doubted  Cloud's  ini¬ 
tiative  are  among  his  biggest  supporters. 
Not  only  did  they  reacntneir  goal,  but  a 
quickening  of  the  laity  has  begun  that 
snows  no  sign  of  letting  up.  For  four 
weekends  volunteers  met  on  a  Saturday 
morning  last  fall  to  focus  their  door-to- 
door  efforts  in  a  different  section  of  the 
county.  The  approach  was  named 
Operation  Total  Contact  (OTC). 

Cloud  and  his  team  of  12  pastors  divided 
the  county  into  various  zones.  They  cross- 
referenced  active  church  members,  includ¬ 
ing  those  from  churches  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  with  their  maps  and  deleted  those 
addresses  from  die  visitation  maps,  "so  we 
wouldn't  waste  any  time."  Each  zone 
required  about  14  hours  to  map  out. 

volunteers  stuffed  thousands  of  bags  with 
copies  of  the  Gospel  of  John  and  die  Book  of 
Romans,  evangelistic  tracts,  maps  with  all  die 
Baptist  churches  in  the  association  circled, 
and  brochures  explaining  the  association. 

Then  came  tne  training  of  the  volun¬ 
teers.  Cloud  said  he  and  the  pastors 
quickly  learned  that  one  of  the  keys  to 
recruiting  volunteers  was  not  requiring 
them  to  share  the  Gospel  during  visits. 
For  many,  being  paired  with  someone 
who  was  already  a  soul-winner  took  the 
edge  off  of  the  initial  encounter. 

Jenni  Broome,  a  member  of  First  Church 
in  Cairo,  was  among  those  who  were  hesi¬ 
tant  about  being  a  part  of  the  strategy. 
Hearing  the  testimonies  of  those  who  had 
participated  soon  changed  her  mind. 

"I  had  never  gone  door-to-door  in 


life  but  I  just  couldn't  ignore  die  exciting 
testimonies  of  those  in  my  church.  Every 
time  I  turned  around  someone  else  was 
telling  me  what  I  was  missing.  They  had 
such  a  contagious  spirit  that  l  wanted  to 
eroerience  it  for  myself,  and  you  know 
what?  It  was  not  as  scary  as  I  thought." 

Kevin  Ross,  a  financial  advisor  and  fel¬ 
low  member  at  First  Church,  had  a  similar 
experience  with  a  member  on  his  team.  "I 
had  an  older  woman  who  called  and 
asked  to  be  a  part  of  my  team.  She  made  it 
very  clear  that  she  did  not  want  to  say  a 
word,  she  just  wanted  to  go,  but  when  we 
got  out  there  and  had  visited  three  homes, 
she  began  to  strike  up  conversions  on  her 
own.  She  starting  talking  to  the  home- 
owners  and  did  a  wonderful  job." 

John  Paul  Hassick,  pastor  of  Gordon 
Heights  Church  in  Cairo  and  prayer  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  event,  described  the 
response  as  "a  work  of  God." 

sWhat  I'm  impressed  with  is  the  sense 
of  unity  of  the  churches  and  the  laity  who 
have  never  turned  out  to  share  the  Gospel. 
For  each  of  our  four  Saturdays  we  main¬ 
tained  about  tiie  same  number,  between 
350-400,  but  many  were  new  faces.  That 
means  we  are  reaching  more  laity  each 
week  and  were  notjust  working  to  death  a 


handful  of  the  fait 


my 


Editor's  Note:  A  manual  titled,  Operation 
Total  Contact,  is  being  developed  for  distrib¬ 
ution  through  the  Georgia  Baptist 
Convention  (GBC)  office  of  evangelization 
and  Grady  County  Association.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  GBC  at  1  800- 
RlNG-GBC  or  Grady  County  Association  at 
(229)  378-9092.  Kenneth  Cloud  can  be 
reached  via  e-mail  at  kdcloudQrose.net. 


Growing  disciples  key  element  of  youth  ministry 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
Youth  ministry  must  do  more 
than  merely  make  converts,  but 
must  also  intentionally  grow 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  youth 
minister  Rob  Shelton  said 
recently  at  Southern  Seminary 
in  Louisville,  Ky. 

For  Shelton,  this  truth  has 
meant  investing  19  years  as 
minister  of  students  at  Parkhills 
Church  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
In  those  19  years,  Shelton  has 
led  students  to  attend  and  lead 
in-depth  Bible  studies,  partid- 


f  college-level  books  i 
Christian  worldview. 

Making  disdples,  Shelton 
said,  means  helping  youth 
understand  that  tne  Christian 
life  involves  more  than  just 
going  to  heaven  when  they  die. 
Rather,  it  is  about  living  a  king¬ 
dom-focused  life  on  earth  and 
being  the  church  in  a  lost  world. 

Shelton  made  his  comments 
during  a  youth  ministry  confer¬ 
ence  at  the  Louisville,  Ky., 
school  in  April. 

"The  ministry  itself  is  built 
around  making  disdples," 
Shelton  said.  "The  first  step  in 
disdpleship  is  becoming  a  con- 
Vbut  tnal 


To  help  other  youth 
ministers  produce  disd¬ 
ples  effectively,  Shelton 
reflected  on  his  own 
experience  and  cited 
four  concepts  that  a 
youth  minister  must 
contemplate. 

First,  a  youth  minis¬ 
ter  must  evaluate  his 
role  as  a  pastor. 

"What  does  it  mean 
for  me  to  be  a  pastor?" 
he  asked.  "I  came  to  a 
stunning  realization  that 
I  will  be  judged  by 
Almighty  Goid  for  what  1 
produce.  I'm  going  to  be 
judged  for  wnat  I  do  and 
now  I  do  it  and  for  what 
I've  done  to  train  these 
students  who  have  been 
placed  in  my  charge." 

Reflecting  on  1 
Corinthians  3,  Shelton 
reminded  youth  minis¬ 
ters  of  their  responsibili¬ 
ty  to  build  upon  the  foundation 
of  tiie  Gospel  in  students'  lives. 
Second,  a  youth  minister 


REACHING  YOUTH  —  Youth  minister  Rob  Shelton  (left)  talks  with 
Southern  Seminary  student  Patrick  Casey  following  Shelton's  recent 
address  at  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  school.  Southern  Seminary  is  Southern 
Baptists'  oldest  seminary.  (BP  photo) 


vert,  but  that's  not  tiie  end  step. 
That's  not  the  tiling  we're  aim¬ 
ing  at  We're  aiming  at  making 
disciples  with  tiie  first  step  being 
to  deal  with  tiie  sin  in  your  lire 
and  repent  as  Christ  commands 
so  that  you  can  follow  Him." 


"I  could  fill  a  room,  and  I 
could  get  converts,  but  there 
were  very  few  people  who 
were  following  Christ/'  he  said 
of  his  past  approach  to  youth 
youth  ministers  focus  on  acting  ministry.  "They  were  just  con- 
youthful  to  tiie  exclusion  of  ful-  verts.  Tnat  kind  of  struck  me.  I 

was  presenting  Christianity  a 
a  present  for  those  see  kin; 


must  reflect  on  his  methodolo¬ 
gy.  Too  often,  Shelton  said. 


les. 


youtntui  to  me  exclusion  o: 
filling  their  pastoral  roles. 

A  youth  minister's  primary 
task  is  to  produce  active  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ,  he  said,  but  many 
youth  ministers  present  the 
Gospel  such  that  students  view 
the  Christian  life  merely  as  a 
safeguard  against  going  to  hell. 


as 


postmortem  bliss.  That's  howl 
was  presenting  it.  There  was  no 
understanding  of  why 
Christianity  was  relevant  now. 

Third,  a  youth  minister  must 
implement  a  specific  plan  for  tiie 


teaching  are. 

By  using  mass  media  and  pop 
culture  as  teaching  tools,  youth 
ministers  often  inadvertently 
portray  the  Gospel  as  a  commod¬ 
ity  to  be  consumed  rather  than 
truth  to  be  obeyed,  Shelton  said. 

"It's  not  going  to  be  easy,"  he 
said.  "You're  going  to  stick  out, 
but  I  think  when  you  stand 
before  the  judgment  seat 
day,  it  will  be  worth  it." 


♦ 


one 
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Family  Bible  Study 

The  Church:  Evangelizing  the  Lost 

Matthew  935-38;  Romans  10:14-15;  2  Corinthians  5:14-21 


Karen  Hollowell 


Did  you  know  that  you  are  an 
ambassador?  When  one  consid¬ 
ers  this  position  from  the  present 
worldly  definition,  honor  and 
great  responsibility  come  to 
mind.  It  is  no  different  for  believ¬ 
ers  we  are  Christ's  ambassadors, 
His  spokespeople,  with  the 
responsibility  of  helping  to  evan¬ 
gelize  a  lost  world. 

You  may  not  think  of  yourself 
as  an  evangelist  any  more  than 
an  ambassador,  but  Paul  tells  us 
in  2  Cor.  5:20  that  as  Christ's  mes¬ 
sengers,  "God  is  making  His 
appeal  through  us  for  others  to 
be  reconciled  to  God." 

God  has  indeed  called  people 
into  the  specific  evangelistic 
ministries,  especially  missionar¬ 
ies.  We  are  instructed  by  Jesus 
to  pray  for  these  "harvesters". 
(Matt.  9:35-38) 


Churches  through¬ 
out  the  SBC  participate 
in  various  mission 
emphases  every  year 


churches  must  seek  to 
fulfill  the  role  of  God's 
messengers. 

Evangelism  of  the 
lost  is  sometimes  laid 
aside  because  of  church 
programs  and  other 
business.  Bringing  the 
Good  News  to  the  lost 
is  the  business  of  the 
empnases  every  year  „  „  „  church.  Again,  partici- 

through  special  offer-  Hollowell  pation  &  North 

ings.  Regardless  of  our  ability  American  and  International 
to  contribute  monetarily  to  Mission  programs  is  a  wonder- 
these  programs,  prayer  is  one  ful  thing,  but  we  cannot  forget 
thing  we  all  can  give  in  obedi-  our  immediate  field  of  harvest, 
ence  to  Jesus'  teaching.  Sunday  School  is  one  major 

In  Romans  10:13,  we  are  told  facet  of  evangelism  through  the 
that  "everyone  who  calls  on  the  church.  Many  people  can  testify 
name  of  the  Lord  will  be  saved";  that  they  came  to  a  saving 
however,  in  the  next  verse  we  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ 
see  the  great  responsibility  this  through  God's  use  of  a  Sunday 
involves:  "how  can  they  believe  School  lesson  or  by  speaking 
in  the  one  of  whom  tney  have  through  the  words  or  the  teacher 
not  heard?  And  how  can  they  or  another  member.  Sunday 
hear  without  someone  preach-  School  is  also  beneficial  in  the 
ing  to  them?"  Proclamation  of  aspect  of  teaching  members 
the  gospel  is  usually  associated  about  witnessing.  Many  people 
with  preachers.  It  is  important  often  don't  share  the  gospel 
to  note  here  that  sharing  the  because  they  don't  know  what  to 
Good  News  is  a  mandate  for  say.  Sunday  School  can  provide 
every  believer.  Corporately,  the  environment  that  encourages 


ence  to  Jesus'  teaching. 

In  Romans  10:13,  we  are  told 
that  "everyone  who  calls  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord  will  be  saved"; 
however,  in  the  next  verse  we 
see  the  great  responsibility  this 
involves:  "how  can  they  believe 
in  the  one  of  whom  tney  have 
not  heard?  And  how  can  they 
hear  without  someone  preach¬ 
ing  to  them?"  Proclamation  of 
the  gospel  is  usually  associated 
with  preachers.  It  is  important 
to  note  here  that  sharing  the 
Good  News  is  a  mandate  for 
every  believer.  Corporately, 


participation  through  Bible  study 
and  group  accountability. 

Or  course,  our  personal  wit¬ 
ness  cannot  be  emphasized 
enough-  Although  we  may  be 
hindered  by  fear,  timidity,  or 
uncertainty,  we  are  compelled  to 
share  the  gospel  with  unbeliev¬ 
ers.  Individual  dedication  to 
prayer,  study  of  the  Word,  and 
our  personal  and  public 
Christian  walk  will  prepare  us  to 
be  able  to  witness  when  the  Lord 
presents  those  opportunities. 

We  are  also  ambassadors  in 
actions  as  well  as  words.  2  Cor. 
14-16,  while  assuring  us  that 
"Christ  died  for  all"(meaning  sal¬ 
vation  is  available  to  all  but  a 
reality  only  in  those  who  have 
accepted  Jesus  by  faith),  exhorts 
us  to  "regard  no  erne  from  a 
worldly  point  of  view."  We  are  to 
see  the  lost  as  needy  people  with¬ 
out  hope  and  help  leaa  them  to 
die  ultimate  Source  of  all  hope. 
This  is  most  often  done  through 
Christians'  actions  and  attitudes. 
Are  we  judgmental  and  skepti¬ 
cal,  or  do  we  view  encountering 
die  lost  as  an  inconvenient  obsta¬ 
cle?  The  local  church  (collective¬ 


ly  and  individually)  can  become 
a  mighty  tool  of  evangelism  in 
the  community  through  an  out¬ 
reach  of  love.  Jesus  nad  great 
compassion  for  the  people  (Matt. 
936).  Like  Him,  this  compassion 
should  motivate  and  compel  us 
to  reach  out,  not  only  to  unbe¬ 
lievers,  but  also  to  other 
Christians.  Hew  Christian  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  treat  each  other 
speaks  volumes  to  thelostobout 
the  credibility  of  genuine  Qpdly 
love.  The  theme  for  this  mertm  s 
Sunday  School  lessons  is  "The 
Church:  God's  Community  of 
Grace."  We  need  to  ask  our¬ 
selves  if  the  church  we  belong  to 
or  attend  can  be  considered  part 
of  this  community.  Also,  how  are 
we  working  individually  and 
with  others  to  make  this  a  reality 
for  our  church  or  have  we  been 
hindering  the  outreach  of  grace? 

Christ,  because  of  His  great 
love,  became  our  sin  atonement. 
Can  we  do  no  less  than  to  show 
our  great  love  for  Him  by  sharing 
it  with  those  in  our  "world"? 

Hollowell  is  member  of  Crosby 
Church,  Crosby. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Stand  Up  for  the  Gospel 

Galatians  1:1-24 


,  A, nervous  young  pastor  sat 
before  his  ordination  council 
answering  question  after  ques¬ 
tion  about  nis  doctrinal  beliefs 


By  Kiely  Young  stand  for  the  Gospel 

of  Jesus  Christ. 

,  A, nervous  young  pastor  sat  There  was  a  real 

before  his  ordination  council  issue  of  the  truth  of  the  Young 
answering  question  after  ques-  Gospel  Paul  had  to 
tion  about  nis  doctrinal  beliefs  deal  with  in  the  churches  of  ic 
and  his  call  to  ministry.  As  the  Galatia.  They  needed  to  under-  ir 

Srocess  began  to  come  to  a  stand  there  is  only  one  way  for  a 
lose,  one  deacon  asked  the  deliverance  from  man's  sin.  tc 


close,  one  deacon  asked  the 
young  pastor,  "Young  man, 
what  will  you  do  if  this  ordina¬ 
tion  council  chooses  not  to 
ordain  you  as  a  minister?"  The 
young  man  thought  for  a 
minute  and  then  responded, 
"Sir,  with  all  respect  and  appre- 
iation  for  this  council,  l  will 
ontinue  to  preach.  That  is 
what  God  has  called  me  to  do. 
I  will  just  have  to  preach  with- 


deliverance  from  man's  sin. 

I.  Understand  the  Basics,  (w. 
1-5)  Paul  uses  his  familiar,  but 
powerful,  greeting  of  "Grace  and 
Peace  to  you"  which  are  the  foun¬ 
dation  blocks  of  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  and 
God  the  Father  enabled  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  grace  of  God's 
love  for  forgiveness  of  sin  must 
be  experienced  before  the  peace 
of  God  that  passes  all  under¬ 


out  your  blessing,  but  under  standing  can  be  enjoyed. 

His  call."  The  deacon  respond-  Paul  reminds  us  this  grace 
ed,  "Well  done,  I  recommend  and  peace  is  from  God  through 
he  be  ordained."  This  young  Jesus,  "who  gave  Himself  for 
man,  like  Paul  understood  our  sins  that  He  might  deliver 
what  it  means  to  take  a  firm  us  from  Bus  present  age."  The 


work  of  Christ  on  our 
behalf  must  be  under¬ 
stood,  believed,  and 
received  by  us  as  an  act 
of  faith  before  we  can 
receive  the  benefits  of 
God's  grace  and  peace. 
This,  says  Paul  is 
"according  to  the  will  of 
our  God  and  Father." 

II.  Reject  Perversions. 
l8  (w.  6-9)  Paul  minces  no 
words  in  stating  his  opin¬ 
ion,  'I  marvel  that  you  are  turn¬ 
ing  away  so  soon  from  Him  who 
called  you  in  the  grace  of  Christ, 
to  a  different  gospel,  which  is  not 
another."  Some  try  to  take  away 
from  this  truth,  while  others  try 
to  add  to  it.  The  Judaizers  were 
on  Paul’s  case  saying  that  the 
Gospel  was  not  enough;  the 
believers  must  also  keep  the  Law 
and  be  circumcised. 

Paul  is  writing  the  Galatians 
to  reaffirm  what  he  taught 
them  and  to  give  them  solid 
understanding  of  the  truth. 
There  is  only  one  way  to  have 
our  sins  forgiven  and  receive 
the  promise  of  eternal  life. 
Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life.  No  one 
comes  to  the  Father  except 


under  the  keeping  of  the  Law. 
No  one  had  been  more  zealous 
than  he.  He  had  also  experi¬ 
enced  the  life  transforming 
power  of  God  on  the  Damascus 
road  and  he  knew  first  hand 
the  truth  about  Jesus.  There  is 
absolute  truth.  It  is  founded 
upon  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  It 
stands  against  and  above  all 
opposition. 

III.  Affirm  the  Source,  (w. 
10-12)  Paul  takes  the  position  of 
the  bondservant  of  Christ  to 
present  the  truth  of  Christ  as  it 
was  given  to  him  through  the 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.  He 
said  he  did  not  desire  to  "per¬ 
suade  or  please  men,”  but  "to 
make  known.. .the  gospel  of 
Christ."  This  gospel  came  not 
from  men  but '  through  the  rev¬ 
elation  of  Christ." 

We  are  messengers  of  the 
gospel.  We  cannot  add  to  it  or 
take  away  from  it.  It  is  God  who 
rails  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  con¬ 
vict  us  of  sin,  righteousness,  and 
judgment.  He  will  bring  us  to  the 
realization  that  we  can  experi¬ 
ence  forgiveness  only  through 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 


The  former  world  champion 
boxer  George  Foreman  was  on 
a  flight  when  he  heard  a  minis¬ 
ter  responding  to  questions 
from  a  businessman  about  the 
truths  of  scripture.  When  the 
minister  sensed  the  business¬ 
man  might  be  ready  to  respond 
to  the  Gospel,  he  asked  him  if 
he  might  share  with  the  busi¬ 
nessman  how  he  could  ask 
Christ  to  be  his  Savior.  The 
businessman  shunned  the  min¬ 
ister  for  such  a  suggestion 
implying  Christians  are  always 
trying  to  coerce  others  to 
become  Christians.  The  minis¬ 
ter  was  taken  back  by  the 
response.  About  that  time,  the 
big  imposing  figure  of  George 
Foreman  rose  up  from  the  seat 
behind  and  said,  "Hey  mister, 
you  better  shut  up  and  listen, 
this  man  is  telling  you  the 
truth."  With  that  strong  word 
of  encouragement,  the  man  lis¬ 
tened  intently. 

Let  us  all  take  heed  and 
stand  strong  for  the  TRUTH, 
Jesus  Christ,  Savior. 

Young  is  director  of  the  Sunday 
School  Dept,  of  the  Miss.  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  Jackson. 


\[AMB  initiative  well-received  among  laity 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP  )—  will  answer  God's  call  "to  be  on  "We  have  inadvertently  too  round  missions  right  when 

new  North  American  mission  where  I  live."  A  total  of  often  left  the  impression  mat  it  you  are,  but  that  just  doesn 

ission  Board  (NAMB)  309  people  were  interested  in  is  primarily  the  minister  and  happen,"  Reccord  said.  Youvi 

tphasis  on  affirming  God's  short-term  mission  opportuni-  missionary  that  are  called  by  t  , 

U  on  the  lives  of  laypeople  ties,  78  sought  information  on  God  to  change  their  world,"  he  "  n 

nrll-time  opportuni-  added.  "But  Scripturally  it  is 
ties  and  1,123  com-  every  Chris t-f olio wer  who  is 
*  ,‘T.V mitted  to  prayer  for  commissioned  to  be  on  mis- 

I II  ill  1 1 1 1 1§  1  •  I  •  11 1  NAMB  missionaries,  sion,  beginning  right  where 

v,*  w  M  NAMB  President  they  are. 

it*. .  .1  in  i*i  !  utt,  t ..  wli.i’*i!  .*,LfN*»r,!  will,  ..**  VjM  Robert  E.  Reccord  Closely  related  to  the  con- 

„  ~  _  “  said  the  results  are  cept  is  the  theme  that  has 

•t,  Jp?'  **iust  the  latest  affir-  become  NAMB's  central  mes- 


me  he  had  never  thought  about 
emphasizing  God's  calling 
being  found  in  settings  like 
teaching,  business,  medicine 
and  law  —  but  now  he  planned 
to  start  clarifying  that  mes¬ 
sage,"  he  added.  "If  we  are  ever 
going  to  have  a  movement  of 
on-mission  Christ-followers 


MINNISTRY  MOMENT 


Brittain  Elliott  (left)  shares  her 
ministry  as  mission  ministries 
specialist  for  the  Spartanburg 
(S.C.)  County  Baptist  Network 
during  a  Nortn  American 
Mission  Board  commission¬ 
ing  service  May  4  as  NAMB 
president  Robert  E.  "Bob" 
Reccord  looks  on.  The  service 
was  held  at  Johnson  Ferry 
Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.  (BP 


photo  by  James  Dotson) 


Missionaries  mourn  loss  of  12-year-old  daughter 


YH  RMOV  WOFGNYO 
RMHN  GPR  XNAOJGPU, 
CVS  VOERMOP  FHXS 
VHP  MHR,  E  JEXX 
YQNO  RMOO  HNR 
HB  Ul  UHNRM. 

POLOXGREHV 
RMPOO:  YECROOV 
Clue:  F  =  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  James  2:8 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP) 
—  Even  in  death,  as  she  had  in 
life,  Aimee  Elizabeth  Milstead, 
the  12-year-old  daughter  of 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
Grady  and  Claire  Milstead, 
continued  to  make  a  difference 
in  the  lives  of  hundreds  as  they 

fathered  May  22  in  Pensacola, 
la.,  for  a  memorial  service. 
Nearly  300  attended  the  ser¬ 
vice  at  Olive  Church  to  memo- 
rialfee  Aimee  and  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  family  gathered 
from  as  far  away  as  Argentina, 
South  Korea,  and  Alaska. 
Aimee  died  suddenly  May  15 
in  Trelew,  Argentina,  wnere 
she  lived  with  her  parents  who 
have  served  as  career  mission¬ 
aries  with  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  since 
1985.  She  was  at  school  when 
she  suffered  a  seizure. 

IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin 
offered  words  of  appreciation 
for  Aimee  and  for  the  witness 
her  family  has  perpetuated 
through  their  sacrificial  ministry. 
"Aimee  was  so  fortunate  to  be 
bom  into  a  family  that  knew  and 
loved  the  Lord,  "Rankin  told  lis¬ 
teners.  "Multitudes  of  children 
around  die  world  never  have 
this  opportunity." 

Calling  Grady  and  Claire 
Milstead  "faithful,  dedicated 
missionaries,"  Rankin  said 
they  have  "a  heart"  for  reach¬ 
ing  the  people  of  Argentina  for 
Christ.  [Aimee's]  death  is  a 
reminder  that  life  is  brief  and 


none  of  us  know  how 
long  we  have,"  Rankin 
said.  "Our  lives  should  be 
used  to  share  the  Gospel 
every  chance  we  get." 

David  Corson,  church 
administrator  at  Olive 
Church,  told  the  Florida 
Baptist  Witness  there  were 
memorial  flowers  arrange¬ 
ments  and  a  picture  of 
Aimee  on  a  "little  easel"  at 
the  front  of  the  church.  He 
said  U.S.  Customs  had  not 
released  Aimee's  body 
from  the  airport  in  New 
Orleans  in  time  for  the 
funeral,  so  it  became  nec¬ 
essary  to  hold  a  memorial 
service  instead.  A  grave¬ 
side  service  was  held  May 
23  at  Pensacola  Gardens. 

"I  really  sensed  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  hope,  and  the  fam¬ 
ily  was  encouraged  by  all 
the  people  who  attend¬ 
ed,"  Corson  said.  Especially 
moving  was  an  unusual  ren¬ 
dition  of  the  popular  hymn, 
"Great  is  Thy  Faithfulness," 
sung  in  both  English  and  in 
Spanish,  he  added. 

W.  G.  Robertson,  pastor  of 
Bellview  Baptist  Church  in 
Bellview,  Ala.,  and  long-time 
friend  and  mentor  of  the 
Milstead  family,  brought  a  mes¬ 
sage  from  1  Peter,  Corson  said. 

Describing  what  Robertson 
called  "two  sides  of  the  same 
event,"  Corson  said  there  are 
two  groups  for  Aimee  —  those 


Aimee  Elizabeth  Milstead 


who  stand  on  earth's  shore  say¬ 
ing  "goodbye,"  and  those  who 
are  standing  in  heaven  saying 
"welcome  home." 

The  three  other  Milstead 
children  joining  their  family  at 
the  memorial  service  were 
Melissa  Milstead  McCue,  26, 
Zach,  23,  and  Jacob  18. 

In  a  Witness  interview,  Zach 
described  his  little  sister  Aimee,  a 
seventh-grade  student  at  La 
Escuela  Nueva  (The  New  School) 
in  Trelew,  as  a  "very  sweet"  girl 
with  a  penchant  for  playing  the 
piano  and  acting.  Aimee  previ¬ 


ously  suffered  a  seizure  in 
December  2001,  Zach  said,  after 
performing  in  a  musical  put  on 
by  MKs  (missionary  kids)  during 
a  missions  meeting  for  Argentine 
Baptists.  At  that  time  the  family 
went  to  the  Pensacola  area, 
where  they  were  previously 
members  of  First  Church, 
Pensacola,  for  Aimee  to  receive 
medical  attention. 

The  Milstead  family  returned 
to  Argentina  this  past  December, 
according  to  Zach,  who  recently 
graduated  from  foe  University 
of  West  Florida.  He  said  Aimee's 
condition,  called  dysautonomia, 
was  thought  to  be  under  control 
at  that  time. 

He  said  foe  family  is  appre¬ 
ciative  of  what  he  described  as 
"a  tremendous  outpouring  of 
love  and  prayer  from  foe  mis¬ 
sionary  families  in  Argentina 
and  in  foe  states,  and  from  foe 
churches  and  foe  Florida 
Baptist  Convention." 

Eighteen-year-old  Jacob  is 
scheduled  to  begin  school  at 
William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg  in  foe  fall. 

Zach's  wife,  Becky  Milstead, 
is  foe  daughter  of  James  W. 
Robinett,  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  Live  Oak,  Fla.,  who  told  foe 
Witness  Aimee  was  "the  little 
sister  that  my  daughter  had 
never  had,  but  wanted." 

"She  was  a  fine  Christian 
young  lady  and  we  thought  foe 
world  of  her,"  Robinett  said. 
"We  grieve  for  foe  family." 
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